
PASSPORT
PROGRESSION AGREEMENTS

TO NEW OPPORTUNITIES





This agreement outlines for you some of the local, mainly part-time progression

routes you can take into higher education from your NVQ Level 3 or Advanced

Apprenticeship award. Most of this progression is offered in local further

education colleges across Staffordshire and Shropshire.

In addition to the progression listed here, Staffordshire University also offers a

wide range of other, mainly full-time awards that you might wish to consider

progressing to. Further information on all our awards including Degrees,

Foundation Degrees and Foundation Years can be found on our website:

www.staffs.ac.uk.

SPECIFIC AND GENERAL PROGRESSION 

In some instances there are not specific progression routes available that will

be an exact match to your level 3 qualification. There is, however, a range of

more general progression to consider, especially in the areas of business,

leadership and management which will help you to develop a broad range

of higher level skills.   

PROGRESSION WITH

STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY 
AND STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY 
REGIONAL FEDERATION COLLEGES



PROGRESSION FROM 

AGRICULTURE AND 
LAND-BASED SUBJECTS 

PART 2

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

PROGRESSION FROM 

ARTS, MEDIA AND 
PUBLISHING SUBJECTS 

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Animal Care

Agriculture

Horticulture 

1. Foundation Degree in
Wildlife and Countryside
Management 

2. Foundation Degree in
Sustainability and
Environmental
Management

3. Foundation Degree in
Sustainable
Communities 

4. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) in
Wildlife and Countryside
Management 

5. Higher National Diploma
(HND) in Wildlife and
Countryside
Management

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)   

Land Based Service
Engineering 

1. Foundation Degree in
Mechanical Technology 

2. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) in
Mechanical Engineering 

Design 1. Foundation Degree in
Contemporary Art
Practice* 

2. Foundation Degree in
Fashion Studies
(Creative and Cultural
Industries)

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)   

Desktop Publishing 

Digital Print Production 

1. Foundation Degree in
Digital Media Production

2. Foundation Degree in
Graphics and Digital
Design 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)   

* Please note that for arts
based Foundation Degrees
you are likely to be invited for
interview and may be asked
to bring along a portfolio of
your work. 

&ARTS
MEDIA

PUBLISHING 



PROGRESSION FROM 

BEAUTY THERAPY AND
HAIRDRESSING SUBJECTS  

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Barbering

Beauty Therapy
(including NVQ level 4) 

Hairdressing (including
NVQ level 4) 

Holistic Therapies 

1. Foundation Degree in
Small Business (Salon)
Management

2. Foundation Degree in
Complementary
Therapies* 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)*

* Level 2 literacy is needed
for the Foundation Degree
in Complementary
Therapies 

PROGRESSION FROM 

BUSINESS, ADMINISTRATION,
MANAGEMENT AND LAW
SUBJECTS  

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Accountancy 1. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) or HND
(Diploma) in Business 

plus a range of BA (hons)
degrees offered at
Staffordshire University
which offer an
accountancy focus

For further information: 
Admissions
01782 294400
bsadm@staffs.ac.uk

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

Business Administration
(including NVQ level 4)

Management
(including NVQ level 4) 

Team Leading

Leadership and
Management for Care
Services NVQ 4 

1. Foundation Degree in
Leadership and
Management 

2. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) or HND
(Diploma) in Business 

Contact Call Centre
Handling 

1. Foundation Degree in
Customer
Service/Contact Centre
Management 



PROGRESSION FROM 

CONSTRUCTION, PLANNING
AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
SUBJECTS

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

PROGRESSION FROM 

EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING SUBJECTS  

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Supporting Teaching and
Learning 

Childcare/Children’s
Care, Learning and
Development (including
NVQ level 4)

Play Work 

1. Foundation Degree in
Early Childhood Studies 

2. Foundation Degree in
Education (Teaching
Assistant) 

3. Foundation Degree in
Education (Learning
Support Assistant) 

4. Cert Ed PGCE (FE) 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed English
Language/literacy at level
2 (GSCE equivalent)

PLUS
For Early Childhood
Studies:
Relevant experience – 
12 months’ post level 
3 award 

For Education 
(Teaching Assistants) 
Attend for interview in the
first instance; 
you also need to be
working in a school for a
minimum of 10 hours per
week and have the
support of the Head
Teacher, plus a
designated mentor within
the school.

Architecture and
Professional 

1. Foundation Degree in
Construction:  including:

i) Architectural Design

ii) Construction
Management

iii) Quantity Surveying 

2. Foundation Degree in
Sustainable
Communities

3. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) -
Construction 

4. HND (Diploma) –
Construction

5. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) Civil
Engineering Studies 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

Construction
Construction (Contracting)
Construction (Carpentry
and Joinery) 
Construction 
(Paint/Sign work)
Construction (Paint)
Construction (Plastering)
Construction (Plumbing) 
Construction (Trowel)
Construction (Wood)
Domestic Gas Installation
and Maintenance 

1. Foundation Degree in
Construction 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy 
and numeracy at level 2
(GSCE equivalent)



PROGRESSION FROM 

ENGINEERING AND
MANUFACTURING SUBJECTS

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Motor Vehicle 
(Body and Paint)

Motor Vehicle 
(Heavy and Light)

Motor Vehicle Repair
Maintenance 

1. Foundation Degree in
Mechanical Technology 

2. Foundation Degree
Motor Sport Technology
(This foundation degree
is offered centrally at
Staffordshire University).

For further information
please contact 
Robin Oldham: 

r.a.oldham@staffs.ac.uk

01785 353367

3. HNC Mechanical
Engineering 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed maths
/numeracy at level 2
(GSCE equivalent)

Motor Vehicle 
(Body and Paint)

Motor Vehicle 
(Heavy and Light)

Motor Vehicle Repair
Maintenance 

1. Foundation Degree in
Mechanical Technology 

2. Foundation Degree
Motor Sport Technology
(This Foundation Degree
is offered centrally at
Staffordshire University).

For further information
please contact 
Robin Oldham: 

r.a.oldham@staffs.ac.uk

01785 353367

3. HNC Mechanical
Engineering 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed 
maths/numeracy at level 2
(GSCE equivalent)

A wide range of
engineering and
manufacturing higher
education awards are
offered in local FE colleges
as follows: 

1. Foundation Degree in
Electrical and Electronic
Technology

2. Foundation Degree in
Manufacturing
Technology

3. Foundation Degree in
Mechanical Technology 

4. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) in
Electrical and Electronic
Engineering 

5. Higher National Diploma
(HNC) in Mechanical
Engineering 

6 Higher National Diploma
(HND) in Electrical and
Electronic Engineering 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed 
maths/numeracy at level 2
(GSCE equivalent)

Business Improvement

Techniques 

Construction Plant

Mechanics 

Electrical Installation 

Engineering

Engineering (Technical

Support)

Engineering

(Electromechanical) 

Engineering (Electronic)

Engineering (Fab and

Weld)

Engineering

(Maintenance) 

Engineering (Mechanical) 

Food and Drink

Manufacturing 

Manufacturing 



PROGRESSION FROM 

HEALTH, PUBLIC SERVICES 
AND CARE SUBJECTS 

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Care 

Health and Social Care
(including NVQ level 4) 

1. Foundation Degree in
Complementary
Therapies* 

2. Foundation Degree in
Addiction Studies 

3. Foundation Degree in
Healthcare Practice (at
Staffordshire University)
**

4. Foundation Degree in
Mental Health (at
Staffordshire University)
**

5. Foundation Degree in
Paramedic Science (at
Staffordshire University)
** 

6. Foundation Degree in
Leadership and
Management in
Healthcare (at
Staffordshire University)
**

7. Foundation Degree Adult
Social Care 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)*

* Level 2 literacy is needed
for the Foundation Degree
in Complementary
Therapies 

** Please note that for
these awards certain
conditions will apply in
relation to securing a
place, including CRB and
health checks and in some
instances the nature of the
learners’ employment.    

Pharmacy 1. Foundation Year
in Science
(1 year full-time)

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy 
and numeracy at level 2
(GSCE equivalent)

PROGRESSION FROM 

HERITAGE AND 
CULTURE SUBJECTS

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Cultural Heritage 1. Foundation Degree in
Heritage Conservation
(Staffordshire University) 

2. Foundation Degree in
Heritage Practice:
Collections and Venues
(Staffordshire University) 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here 

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

Images above (left-hand): The British Ceramics Biennial building, Longton © Stoke-on-Trent City Council  
Above (right-hand): Ironbridge Gorge © Shropshire Tourism 
Main: Gladstone Pottery Museum © Stoke-on-Trent City Council  



PROGRESSION FROM 

INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY SUBJECTS 

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

PROGRESSION FROM  

RETAIL AND 
COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS  

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

ITQ (IT user qualification) 

IT

1. Foundation Degree in
Computing

2. Foundation Degree in
Information Technology
for Business 

3. Foundation Degree in
Web Development (at
Staffordshire University) 

4. Foundation Year in
Computing 

5. Higher National
Certificate (HNC and
HND) Computing
Awards  

6. HND (Diploma)
Computing Awards 

.

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here  

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

Distribution and
Warehousing 

1. Foundation Degree in
Logistics* 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here  

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

Hospitality Supervision 
Catering and Hospitality 
Customer Service
(including NVQ level 4) 
Retail Operations 
Food and Drink 

1. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) or HND
(Diploma) in Tourism
and Hospitality
Management  

2. Foundation Degree in
Leadership and
Management 

3. Foundation Degree in
Business Start-up
(Staffordshire University)

4. Foundation Degree in
Professional Selling* 

5. Higher National
Certificate (HNC) or HND
(Diploma) in Business IT and Telecoms

Professional 
1. Foundation Degree in
Computing Networks and
Communications
2. Foundation Degree in
Telecommunications
Management 

*subject to validation



PROGRESSION FROM 

SCIENCE AND 
MATHEMATICS SUBJECTS 

If you have this
level 3 NVQ or 
Advanced 
Apprenticeship 
(Ad. App)

Higher Education awards
that would offer you
progression in a related
subject area in local 
FE colleges 

What you will normally
be guaranteed 

What you must 
normally achieve in 
order to progress 

Laboratory Technician 1. Foundation Year in
Science 
(1 year full-time)

2. Certificate and
Foundation Degree in
Biomedical Science (at
Staffordshire University) 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here  

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:
Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

KEY � FULL-TIME AWARD � PART-TIME AWARD   � PART-TIME & FULL TIME 

PROGRESSION FROM  

SPORT, LEISURE 
AND TRAVEL SUBJECTS  
Sport and Leisure 

Sports Development 

Exercise Fitness 

1. Foundation Year in
Sports Development and
Coaching 

2. Foundation Degree in
Sports Development and
Coaching 

3. Higher National Diploma
(HND) Sports Studies 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here  

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:

Having passed literacy and
numeracy at level 2 (GSCE
equivalent)

Travel Services 

Leisure Management 

1. Foundation Degree in
Leadership and
Management 

You will normally be
offered a place on an
award listed here  

The guarantee of
progression is based on
you successfully passing
your level 3 award and:
Having passed literacy 
and numeracy at level 2
(GSCE equivalent)

FOUNDATION DEGREES 
WHERE THEY ARE RUNNING 
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Arts, Media and Design Contemporary Art Practice � � � � � � �

Dance & Theatre Arts (Creative & Cultural Industries) �

Digital Media Production (Creative & Cultural Industries) � � � �

Fashion Studies (Creative & Cultural Industries) �

Graphics & Digital Design (Creative & Cultural Industries) � �

Heritage Practice: Collections & Venues* �

Heritage Conservation* �

Business School Business Start-up �

Community Learning �

Construction (Architectural Design) � � �

Construction (Construction Management) � � �

Construction (Quantity Surveying) � � �

Customer Service and Contact Centre Management �

Education (Learning Support Assistants) � �

Education (Teaching Assistants) � � � � � � � �

Leadership and Management � � � � � �

Leadership and Management in Healthcare �

Logistics* � � � �

Professional Selling* � �

Public Services* � � � � �

Small Business (Salon) Management � � � � � � �

Computing, Engineering and Technology Business Information Technology � � � �

Computer Networks and Communications �

Computing � � �

Electrical and Electronic Technology � � � � �

Film and Television Production Technology & Management � �

Information and Communication Technology* � � � �

Information Technology for Business �

Manufacturing Technology � � � �

Mechanical Technology � � � �

Motorsport Technology �

Music Technology �

Polymer Technology �

Telecommunications Management �

Web Development* �

Health Addiction Studies �

Adult Social Care* � � � � �

Biomedical Science �

Complementary Therapies � � � � � � �

Healthcare Practice �

Integrated Care* �

Mental Health �

Paramedic Science �

Professional Development in Paramedic Science �

Sports Development and Coaching � �

Sciences Early Childhood Studies � � � � � � �

Sustainability and Environmental Management �

Sustainable Communities �

Wildlife and Countryside Management �

Centre for Professional Development Professional Support for Education � � �

*subject to validation



KEY l FULL-TIME AWARD l PART-TIME AWARD   l PART-TIME & FULL TIME 

OTHER HIGHER EDUCATION OFFERED 
INCLUDING HNC & HND AWARDS  

Foundation Year
Computing l l

Psychology l l

Science l l

Sports Development & Coaching l l

HNC
Business l l l l l l

Civil Engineering Studies l

Computing l

Construction l

Electrical & Electronic Engineering l

Fashion l

Interactive Media l

Mechanical Engineering l

Music Production l

Performance l

Wildlife and Countryside Management l

HND
Business l l l l

Computing Awards l l

Electrical & Electronic Engineering l

Law l

Music Production l

Performing Arts l l

Sports Studies l

Wildlife and Countryside Management l

BA (Hons)
Business Management l l l

Education l

BSc (Hons)
Polymer Technology l

Wildlife and Countryside Management l

Diploma
Diploma in the Teaching in the 
Lifelong Learning Sector l l l l l l l l
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Produced in the UK by www.creatistdesign.co.uk


