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DUDLEY COLLEGE STUDENT’S ENHANCE THEIR SKILLS IN COLLABORATION WITH THE NEW VIC THEATRE’S AWARD-WINNING BORDERLINES TEAM AT LLN SUMMER CONFERENCE
Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Lifelong Learning Network and Dudley College PIPS (Performance Industries Pathways Scheme) students provided inspiration for a special Documentary Theatre performance which recently took place against the stunning backdrop of Ironbridge Gorge on 17th June. 
As the LLN enter into its final months, this especially significant occasion played out to great success. Attendance was high and throughout the gorgeously sunny day delegates enjoyed a varied mix of impressive keynote speeches, thought-provoking workshops, live acoustic entertainment and inspired theatrical performance.  

Following the conference's chosen theme of “Landmark Achievements”, the day's intentions were to celebrate the Network’s valued collaborations and to showcase its successes. Part of this was an innovative LLN-inspired documentary theatre performance centred on the student journey entitled ‘Casting the Net’.

This exclusive performance was produced by New Vic Borderlines, the Staffordshire theatre’s award-winning community programme, in conjunction with PIPS (Performance Industries Pathways Scheme) students from Dudley College – a Foundation Degree course funded by Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Lifelong Learning Network.

SSSTWLLN Creative & Media Co-ordinator Nigel Beer who facilitated the bid to develop the scheme explained: “Several further education partners have collaborated with industry, the LLN and the University of Wolverhampton to create a shared, five-pathway, Performing Arts Foundation Degree scheme which has just completed its first year of running across the West Midlands and beyond. Dudley College students from the Musical Theatre pathway worked alongside New Vic Borderlines to create an original play for the event, thereby fulfilling the important work-based learning aspect of their qualification. I was most impressed by both the students’ performance and by the expertise of Borderlines during the rehearsal and subsequent performance.”      

Julie King, Borderlines Theatre Practitioner commented: “Working with the Dudley College PIPS students to create a piece of theatre for the conference has allowed us to bring a different voice to the success of the Lifelong Learning Network. Using the genre of Documentary Theatre, our short play Casting the Net has portrayed a range of different links that have been made by the LLN.” 

“We have also been able to include audio testimony from a Staffordshire University Nursing Student, Company CEO’s and Managers, a Head of Faculty at Newcastle-Under-Lyme College, Institute Directors, Senior Lecturers and Co-ordinators from Wolverhampton University, and Kevin Mattinson (Pro-Vice Chancellor of Keele University), all of whom are connected with the LLN on a number of levels.”

“The students have been brilliant and are a credit to their college. We have been proud to see them representing the New Vic, in what has been for many (if not all) their first collaboration with a professional theatre company. The fantastic relationship formed between New Vic Borderlines and Dudley College, particularly the students involved in this project, is yet another success story as a result of the work of the LLN.”

Sarah Browne, Curriculum Manager – Performing Arts, Music, Media & Photography at Dudley College commented: “Leading the Foundation Degree in Musical Theatre at Dudley College has been a marvellous creative opportunity for myself and my staff. Students have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunities the course has provided them and found the experience of working with the New Vic particularly rewarding.”
Working alongside its educational partners and some of the region’s notable training providers and employers the remit of the Lifelong Learning Networks is to catalyse innovative new learning opportunities for non-traditional, vocational learners, as well as to deliver formal agreements to enable such learners to progress into, and through, Higher Education, whether into full awards, such as Foundation Degrees, (FD’s) or through other, novel forms of learning.
Since the establishment of the Lifelong Learning Networks, collectively they have achieved over 1,000 Progression Agreements that have resulted in the creation or modification of 250 Higher Education courses and the allocation of 74,000 additional student placements across the UK. 

All speaker and workshop presentations and a photo gallery of the day’s events can be found at http://www.llnstaffordshireshropshire.org/content/conferences.

Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent, Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin LLN Director Jill Ward and Julie King are available for radio interviews and comment. To arrange this contact LLN Marketing Officer Lisa Black on 01785 353811. Email: l.black@staffs.ac.uk. To find out more about the PIPS Foundation Degree Sarah Browne is also available for interview. To arrange this please contact Dudley College Marketing Officer Sharon Tipton on 01384 363291. Email: sharon.tipton@dudleycol.ac.uk. 
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