Biographical details – Professor Sir Geoff Hampton
Professor Sir Geoff Hampton is Deputy Vice Chancellor (Education Partnerships) and Director of the Midlands Leadership Centre, at the University of Wolverhampton. He was the first recent recipient of a Knighthood in recognition of his services to education.

Professor Sir Geoff trained as a teacher at King Alfred’s College, Winchester and gained his Bachelor of Education Degree from the University of Southampton. He focused upon Education Administration and Management for his Master of Education Degree at Birmingham University in 1986.  He has recently received an award of Honorary Doctorate in Education from the University of Southampton. KPMG recently announced that Professor Sir Geoff would become their inaugural Chair of Education Leadership.

His publications have ranged from contributions to books and articles in a range of journals.  He has featured in key policy statements issued by Central Government  -  ‘From Failure to Success’ (1996)  ‘Excellence in Schools’ (1997) ‘Connect for Better Schools’ (1998) Trust Schools (2007). His  publication ‘Transforming Northicote School’ is regarded as a key text and ‘A Practical Guide to Mentoring, Coaching and Peer Networking’,has recently been published. He is frequently asked to comment upon educational matters by the media and has appeared as a panel member upon ‘Question Time’, Any Questions, and the Dimbleby programme.

He has acted as a consultant and adviser to a large number of education authorities and schools; he worked with Surrey LEA to assist with the selection of an independent company to take over the running of Kings Manor School, Guildford. The Technology Colleges Trust also utilised his advice and guidance to oversee a quality enhancement process for a national ICT training programme. He was the first appointee to the ‘SMART’ initiative, which was launched by the government to raise standards in nominated schools. Sir Geoff is also much in demand as a speaker at national and international conferences. As the former Dean of the School of Education Professor Sir Geoff presided over a period of transformation, which culminated in the School joining the small group who achieved the highest rating awarded in QAA and Ofsted inspections. He was the outright winner of the ‘Leadership in the Public Sector Award’ in 2006 for his work upon LA Financial Management.

Professor Sir Geoff was also a founding Co-Director of the National ICT Research Centre and until recently was a member of the National Advisory Group for The Basic Skills Agency. He serves on the national board for Education Business Partnerships.  He was Chair of the Forum for Wolverhampton’s Education Action Zone, for which he also wrote the original submission.  As a governor he has served both local schools and a Further Education College and he has served as a member of the T.C. Trust Governing Council. The Specialist Schools and Academies Trust have recently announced that Sir Geoff  has been appointed as an Associate Director. The Midlands Leadership Centre, which was founded by Professor Sir Geoff in 1999, provides training for senior and middle managers as well as bespoke training for individual schools and Local Authorities.  It has been responsible for Fresh Start programmes and has assisted with the development of City Academies and Trust Schools.  

Sir Geoff has recently been given the task of leading the Black Country Challenge by the DCSF, which involves driving this initiative on behalf of 460 schools and four Local Authorities. In this capacity Geoff acts as Chief Adviser to the Minister for Schools. He has also been asked to join a small panel of ‘Expert Advisers’ who will oversee the Prime Minister’s National Challenge programme. The highly successful outcome of the Walsall MBC Strategic Intervention Programme has just been announced by Government Inspectors; Sir Geoff led upon this five year programme on behalf of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

To mark the new Millennium the Prime Minister hosted a series of six lectures upon key topics at Downing Street.  Professor Sir Geoff was given the honour of being asked to present the Education Lecture to Mr and Mrs Blair and their invited guests, choosing the topic of ‘What Makes a Good School’.  He has subsequently addressed international conferences around the world and has acted as advisor to many governments, amongst which are Jamaica, Chile and New Zealand. He opened an International Leadership Symposium in Japan last year and will co-host the Ajman strategic Urban Planning conference this year.

