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Executive Summary
A study was commissioned by the Lifelong Learning Network into the provision of Access to Medicine courses. The study considers 10 courses currently delivered across the UK. Recommendations are made on the structure of a new HE Diploma and how that course would fit with the current national provision. 

Findings showed that the majority of courses were delivered over a year and that most courses were aimed at mature students. Acceptance of the courses by medical schools was variable. Accreditation, graded assessment and strict admission criteria featured heavily in courses recognised by most medical schools.

Project  Specification    

This project is a scoping exercise to identify the structure of Access to HE courses in medicine, student profile, admission criteria and success rates of students.

It will identify:

1. Access to Medicine courses that exist in the country, their course content, admission criteria, process for admission, successful progression to medical school

2. If the course offers access to other pathways in pharmacy, nursing or physiotherapy

3. What grades are required for progression into the pathways

4. The student profile of those entering courses e.g. gender, ethnicity, age

5. Would medical schools in the country accept the Keele course when it is developed?

Barriers to HE

The issue of widening access has been of concern for some time with access and foundation courses being conceived in the late 1980s as a means to increase the number of applicants to HE. In 1999 these courses were placed alongside A-levels and GNVQs as ‘the third recognised route to HE’. In 2004 the Shwartz report
 discusses barriers to higher education (HE) and difficulties faced by students in terms of progression. The report makes various recommendations on widening access to access to HE and improving recognition of non-classic progression routes. The report refers to a study on the effect of school attainment on performance at HE
 carried out by HEFCE in 2003 where the result showed that a secondary school education is not necessary an accurate indication of a student’s potential performance at undergraduate level. When considering access to Medical School, access criteria are often centred on previous academic attainment at GCSE and A level. 
Foundation courses are designed to widen access to medicine to applicants with A-levels in non-science subjects or to those from less privileged backgrounds. They are generally open to school leavers, mature students and sometimes graduates. The course usually involves a foundation year (hence the name) in which the basic sciences (chemistry, biology etc) are taught. Some medical schools also cover some clinical teaching in the foundation year. On successfully completing the foundation year, students simply join the first year of their medical school's standard course. The entry requirements vary significantly between different medical schools. Only some UK medical schools offer foundation courses.


Access courses are designed for those who wish to apply to medical school, but do not possess the necessary qualifications. They allow students to acquire the level of qualification they need, either full or part-time to strengthen their application to HE. They are generally accessible and applicable to people who, for whatever reason, did not follow a classic education pathway but may have relevant other experience or vocational qualifications, for example, those who work in a care profession or other health care setting.
The New Access to HE Diploma

In response to the Government White Paper, The Future of Higher Education
, the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) published a report
 outlining key recommendations.  The report outlined proposals that addressed a need for a standardisation and laid out recommendations for a common system of credit for Access to HE and a national grading system. QAA published new qualification specifications for the Access to HE Diploma (the Diploma specifications) in March 2006
, for full implementation by 2008-09.
The Access to HE Diploma is a level 3
 award which is credit based and is graded in terms of Pass, Merit or Distinction. All Access to HE awards will have a common credit requirement of 60 credits, with at least 45 to be achieved at Level 3. The Diploma specifications and Recognition Scheme requirements provide the regulatory context for the operation of a grading system for Access to HE. Requirements relating to procedures and processes for validation and moderation of Access to HE courses, and for the award of the Access to HE qualification, are stipulated in the Recognition Scheme. 

A Review of Current Access Provision
A review was carried out of 10 courses available in the UK offering access to medicine. These are at:
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Figure 1. Location of main access to medicine courses in England
UK Medicine Courses

	
	Places
	Applied
	A levels
	Science
	GCSE
	Social
	Geog
	Grads
	Exam

	Bristol
	10
	338
	AAB
	N
	5B
	N
	N
	Y
	N

	Cardiff
	16
	195
	AABc
	N
	9B
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	Dundee
	20
	101
	AAA
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	East Anglia
	25
	310
	BCC
	A
	5C
	P
	P
	N
	Y

	Keele
	10
	-
	AAB
	N
	4A
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	King's (KCL)
	-
	-
	CCCc
	Y
	-
	-
	Y
	N
	Y

	Liverpool
	-
	-
	None
	A
	5B
	-
	-
	Y
	N

	Manchester
	20
	-
	ABB
	N
	4A+2
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	Nottingham
	10
	100
	CCC
	Y
	4C
	Y
	N
	N
	Y

	Queens Belfast
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Sheffield
	20
	201
	AABb
	N
	6A
	N
	N
	Y
	Y

	Southampton
	30
	389
	CCC
	Y
	5C
	Y
	N
	N
	Y

	St. Georges
	20
	-
	None
	A
	-
	-
	-
	N
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Key


Y =Yes; N = No; P = Preferred; A = Any; - = Unknown

Notes

· Science - Having more than one science A level or a degree in a scientific subject may make the applicant ineligible for these courses. In contrast, some courses require science qualifications.

GCSE's are basic requirements most courses also specify minimum grades for English and Maths

Graduate entry requirements usually minimum 2.1 some will consider 2.2





Main Highlights
Background of applicants – Access to Medicine is mainly aimed at mature students who do not have the required qualifications to progress directly to Medical School. Some specify qualifications at GCSE. There is variation between the level of health-related experience applicants should have with some being aimed at experienced vocationally qualified health professionals wanting to study medicine. Only one, Thames Valley, stated socio-economic requirements at application and Bradford University stated applicants from West Yorkshire and individuals from under-represented groups would be given preference if places were over-subscribed. 

Course Structure – Most courses are run as full time courses over one year. This seems to be the recognised structure accepted by a medical school considering applications from the Access route. One course run by Birbeck, University of London can be taken over 2 years and classes are delivered in the evening. One course, at Birkbeck, offers extra preparation prior to starting the course during summer top-up and revision weeks.
Level of Attainment – Level of attainment required to progress to Medical School varies between 60% attainment at Bradford to 80% at the College of West Anglia. Most expect a distinction (70%). 

Direction to other Pathways – Rates of successful progression to Medical School varies greatly between institutions. This is more pronounced in those cases where the course is accredited and level of attainment is higher. Management of expectations and direction to other pathways is managed largely by the delivery of a varied subject area thus widening the scope of the student’s career options through informed choice. 

Management of Expectation - This matter is discussed by students on medical career related chat-rooms. Concern around competition on the courses is significant with one student saying: “I was lied to” on a blog naming an institution where he was studying an access course and advising another not to take up his place at the same institution. The reason given was the hopelessness of gaining an offer at Medical School given the lack of places coupled with the level of competition on the course from graduates. The University of Leeds manages these expectations by having only 5 places on the course with a capacity for 35 for students who specifically want to do medicine at HE level.

Constructive Alignment – The content and level of knowledge in the course can be aligned with the requirements of a medical school. Many courses are run with close links to at least one medical school. Some medical schools have issues with the standard of knowledge that access students have and their ability to cope with the medical course. This can be managed by ensuring that the course is of a standard quality. This is one of the aims of the Diploma. 

Recommendations

The opportunity exists to develop a new HE Diploma with the following options:

· Accredited, graded and of a very high academic rigour
· The provision of a summer school prior to the course start-date to allow students to taste the course and prepare. This would improve results and drop-out rates.
· A wide remit offering general health related career information 

· Provision for mature learners from the Shropshire, Staffordshire and Telford & Wrekin area
· Provision for mature learners with no formal qualifications at the required academic standard

· A course designed with constructive alignment in mind by consultation with medical schools to ensure that students are properly equipped and meet the standard required to succeed on a medical course

Institutions offering Medical courses that have said they would consider the Access Diploma or have  already expressed an interest to be informed in the development of a new Diploma
 are:
· Brighton & Sussex Medical School
· Keele University

· Newcastle University

· Nottingham University
· Leeds University

· Leicester University

· Liverpool University
· St Georges, University of London

	Institution
	Course name
	Length
	Course delivery
	Fees

(Conc.)
	Requirements
	Entry Process
	Progression
	Access to other Pathways
	Accreditation

	University of Leeds
	Interdisciplinary Science Foundation Programme
	1 year
	Full time
	£1285
	A typical offer is CDD at A level or 200 UCAS tariff points and a good GCSE profile is expected including Maths, English and Science at grade C or above.  

Students will also be expected to gain some relevant work and/or voluntary experience.

Applicants with experience outside of full-time education may be required to pass other forms of assessment if they do not have GCSE or level 3 qualifications.
	Candidates are interviewed for entry to CFG0. Evidence is sought that candidates have some level of understanding of the commitment, motivation and academic ability required to succeed in Medicine.  Course recruits around 35 students per year and no more than 5 students a year with a specific interest in medicine are accepted.
	To pass the Interdisciplinary Science level zero year, candidates must achieve 100 credits and an average of 50% across the full 120 credits. Progression to med school will require a very high standard on the course, UKCAT and interview.
	Students progress into a wide range of linked degree courses at the University of Leeds.  
	Information unavailable

	University of Bradford
	Clinical Sciences – Foundation Year


	1 year
	Full time
	Not available
	Students from West Yorkshire and under-represented groups are given preference if there is an excess of applications.
	Via UCAS
	Progression to Year 1 of Clinical Sciences. Up to 20 students,(more than 60% overall and at least 60% in chemistry), interview and medical, may progress into Year 1 of Leeds Medical School. Students who have successfully completed Year 1 of Clinical Sciences can progress to year 2 of Leeds Medical School.
	Students can progress towards other healthcare professions or continue with the degree in Clinical Sciences. Some have progressed onto postgraduate degrees and careers including management, teaching and medical journalism.
	Information unavailable

	Manchester College of Arts and Technology
	Access Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmacy
	1 year
	Full time
	£1634
	Aimed at mature learners for higher education (HE). Specifically designed for people who may have little in the way of formal educational qualifications, but who bring to the course a variety of life and work experience, a desire to learn and a willingness to study.
	Online or direct contact with college
	This course enables the learner to obtain an Access to HE Diploma, which is a credit based, graded qualification. Access Diplomas are a nationally accepted alternative to A Levels for entry to HE.
	Health care, biomedical science, veterinary science and other health-related areas
	Recognised by the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) for higher education.

	City College Norwich
	Access to Medicine
	1 year
	Full time – 4 days a week
	Unavailable
	Ideally applicants will have GCSE English, Maths and Science or equivalent.  Qualifications at a higher level in science related areas are also desirable but not essential.  The course also requires  'hands on' work experience in the health care sector.  This can be either paid employment or voluntary work. 
	Application form and full CV
	Students with relevant work experience who gain a distinction (over 70%) usually get into medical school.  In 2006 UEA took 7 Access to Medicine students. In 2007, Cardiff took 4 students on their 6-year course. Students who gained Distinction grades overall have progressed to UEA, Brighton, King's College London, Peninsula Medical School, Southhampton, Cardiff, Leicester and Barts.
	Other health and science related careers
	Validated by CAVA, the Cambridge Access Validating Agency.  CAVA courses are recognised by the QAA, the Quality Assurance Agency for HE.

	College of West Anglia
	Access to Medicine and Dentistry
	1 year
	Full time
	£800
	Aged 19 or over on 31st August in the year of start of course. 5 GCSEs or O levels at grades A-C, including English, maths and science. An IELTS score of 6 (or equivalent).

Ideally applicants will have work experience or have done voluntary work in a health care setting. 
	Application and interview
	Progression to medical school is above 80% with some 95% receiving offers. It is a nationally recognised qualification for entry to 18 specific medical schools. 
	Dentistry
	The Access Certificate is validated by CAVA. 

	Lambeth College
	Applied Science for Medicine, Dentistry & Medical Science
	1 year
	Full time – 4 days per week
	£815 (£30)
	4 GCSE’s grade A-C or a level 2 vocational qualification, and English and Maths at level 2. Relevant work shadowing or experience. For medicine and dentistry applications, registration for UKAT is required at enrolment.
	Unavailable
	Unavailable
	Unavailable
	Unavailable

	City and Islington College
	Medicine and Allied Professions Access to Higher Education Level 3
	1 year
	Full time
	£1,293 (£40 annual registration fee)
	Mature at start of course, UKCAT.  Students are advised to gain relevant work experience. Medical and some pharmacy including Dental students will sit additional AS in Chemistry. Applicants for Medicine and Dentistry should enquire about BMAT and UKCAT. 
	Medicine or Pharmacy requires diagnostic testing.
	Physiotherapy students have gone to St George’s Medical School, Pharmacy students have gone to the University of London, School of Pharmacy, and to Kings College, London. Five medical schools have taken Access students. 
	Dentistry, Pharmacy, Optometry, Physiotherapy, Radiography, Podiatry, Nutrition and Dietetics, Pharmacology, Pharmaceutical Science and Biomedical Science, Forensic Science, Veterinary Nursing, Dental Hygiene, Herbal Medicine, Osteopathy, Psychology, Sports Science, Biological Science, Biochemistry, Genetics, Nursing, Mid-wifery and Paramedical Science. 
	The course is `kite marked’ and awarded by OCNLR (Open College Network London Region). The course is fully approved by OCNLR and follows their rules and guidelines

	Birkbeck, University of London
	Foundation Year for Life Sciences and Subjects Allied to Medicine (Certificate) 


	1 or 2 years
	2 Evenings a week (1 year) or 1 evening a week (2 years)
	£660 (£240)
	Good level of numeracy and English language skills. Summer top-up and revision weeks are available prior to the start of the programme.
	Entry procedure is managed by the Science Advisory and Self-Assessment Service. Applicants attend an information evening, complete some self-assessment material at home and attend an informal follow-up meeting with members of staff.


	The Certificate in Foundation Year guarantees a place on related evening BSc Honours degrees at Birkbeck. 

The Certificate is recognised by other colleges of the University of London as well as other HEIs offering full-time degrees.
	Degrees in life sciences , environmental science, geology and all health-related areas e.g. radiography, pharmacy, osteopathic medicine, nutrition and dietetics, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, herbal medicine, clinical sciences, biomedicine and biomedical sciences.
	Not available

	Thames Valley
	CertHE Pre-medical Option
	1 year
	Full time
	Not available
	200 UCAS Tariff points - A level Grade C in Chemistry and A level Grades C and D in 2 further subjects, one of which should preferably be biology.
plus
GCSE Grade C in English and Mathematics or IELTS: aggregate score of 6.5, 5.0 for Written English or TOEFL: score of 600, 250 Computer Skills. 

IB diploma with 22 points from 6 subjects, including a 4 in Chemistry (together with GCSE English and Mathematics at Grade C, or a 5 and a 4, respectively, in the standard level of the IB)will be considered

All candidates must be studying at a non-selective state school or college and in addition they must fulfil at least two of the following:
- 1st generation applicant to Higher Education
- Parent/guardian/applicant in receipt of a means-tested benefit (evidence of benefits must be produced)
- Eligible for an education maintenance award (evidence must be produced)
- Significant social disadvantage (evidence must be produced)

BMAT is a requirement for applicants interested in studying medicine at Imperial College.
	UCAS
	Students attaining a 70% average in the first semester are guaranteed an interview at Imperial College for the MBBS/BSc (Hons) degree. Successful applicants are required to study for six years on the MBBS and BSc intercalated degree (A100), therefore TVU students will study for a total of seven years.
	Students completing the Pre-Medical Option who are unsuccessful in thier application to study medicine at Imperial, will be able to continue their studies on the BSc (Hons) in Human Sciences at TVU. The opportunity to transfer to another programme at TVU will also be available.
	Not available

	Sussex Downs College
	Access to Medicine
	1 year
	Full time
	Not available
	GCSE in Maths and English is expected. No specific formal academic qualifications required but candidates must be able to demonstrate academic potential and the ability to achieve at a high level. Demonstration of success on a programme of study at level 3 or beyond will be expected.

Primarily a route for those, who having achieved in other areas, now wish to retrain as doctors. It is ideally suited for nursing or health care professionals.


	Application forms are available at an information evening. Applications are screened and if successful at this stage, candidates are asked to attend a selection course in June/July in which several tests and interviews are completed over two days. 


	The minimum number of credits needed for an Access to Medicine certificate is 35 credits compared with 16 credits for the Access course. Units need to be passed at a "higher level", equivalent to a distinction or grade A/B at A level. All units must be passed at this level. BSMS recognises this course. The entire cohort receives an initial interview. This year 8 out of 21 students were offered a place conditional on them passing the Access course. Most students that didn't secure a linked place after the initial interview are offered a 2nd interview by BSMS.

Other Medical Schools that recognise applications are Southampton, Hull/York, UEA, Kings College London, Glasgow, Bristol, Keele, Leeds, Leicester/Warwick, Newcastle, Nottingham, Barts/Queen Mary London, Sheffield, Manchester, Durham.
	If the units are passed at the standard level, (equivalent to an A level grade E) an Access to Medical Sciences award may be achieved. The minimum number of credits needed for this award is 19.


	Not available


Birkbeck, University of London 

Foundation Year for Life Sciences and Subjects Allied to Medicine (Certificate) 

http://www.bbk.ac.uk/study/ce/science/awards/UECSCILS-UECSCIPS.html
Course Details:

Students complete parts 1-3 in 2 subjects. Parts 1-3 in either Chemistry or Biology are compulsory. All parts are 15 CATS points at Level C
Assessment:
Parts 1 and 2 of each subject are assessed by coursework and tests only (with some assignments completed in class, for example laboratory practicals, and some at home); Part 3 includes both coursework and a final examination (taken in late May/early June).

Course Content:
Biology
Part 1: Introduction to the basis of life, cell biology, bio-molecules, diversity, microscope use and essential study skills.
Part 2: Major biological pathways, functions and processes, photosynthesis, gas exchange, respiration and metabolism, the nervous system, quantitative practical on enzymes.   
Part 3: Disease and the immune system, genetics, biotechnology and DNA structure, ecology and hormones. 
Chemistry

Part 1: Atoms and molecules, fundamental concepts, processes and tools, e.g., bonding, intermolecular forces and the periodic table and laboratory practice.
Part 2: Redox, enthalpy, acids and bases, concentrations and volumetric analysis, experiments to calculate gas volumes and practice titrations. 
Part 3: Chemical kinetics and spectroscopy, further laboratory practice, electromagnetic radiation and energy levels.
Physics

Part 1: Introduction to physics, linear, projectile and circular motion; Newton’s laws of motion and theory of gravity; conservation of momentum and energy; electricity and practical investigation of electric circuits.

Part 2: Analysis of satellite and planetary motion and analyse mechanical oscillations as the projection (shadow) of circular motion, waves produced by oscillating sources, alternating electric circuits, nuclear physics and radioactivity.
Part 3: Interference and diffraction of light, quantum theory, electromagnetic radiation, the photoelectric effect and wave-particle duality. 
Mathematics: 
Part 1: Manipulating algebraic expressions, quadratic equations, surds and indices, including fractional indices, and coordinate geometry, trigonometric equations and Pythagorean identities.
Part 2: Advanced topics in trigonometry and calculus, roots and discriminants of quadratic equations, logarithms, differentiating compound functions.
Part 3: Problems of trigonometry and calculus and interpretation of problems into solvable mathematical equations, differentiation and integration of trigonometric functions, inverse relationships, polynomials and the factor theorem.
University of Bradford
Clinical Sciences – Foundation Year

http://www.brad.ac.uk/undergraduate/clinical.php#2
Course details: The Foundation year is designed to provide the basic biological, chemical and numeracy skills required for medicine or Year 1 of Clinical Sciences. Consideration of health concepts from a psychosocial perspective, the role and responsibilities of health and social care professionals and the consolidation of key skills, enables students to make informed decisions about a career pathway.
Course Content:

Clinical Sciences
Chemistry 1 and 2 reinforce basic knowledge of general chemistry, extending it to cover more advanced aspects of bonding and organic chemistry. Knowledge of chemistry is equivalent to GCE A level. Biology 1 and 2 develop understanding of cells, cellular metabolism and biological processes. These modules underpin Year 1 science-based modules. 

Health Studies
Health and Society and Introduction to Health Psychology develop an understanding of the roles and responsibilities of the NHS and healthcare professionals. Factors affecting an individual's response to health and illness and the factors influencing healthcare provision, focusing on current health issues on the social policy agenda are considered. Various aspects of healthcare is explored by visiting community and NHS sites. 

Key Skills
Basic Medical Mathematics and Statistics has been designed specifically to provide the numeracy skills required for students entering the healthcare professions. Two key themes, Personal and Professional Development and Special Studies are introduced. These modules develop confidence and ability in effective communication and teamwork, and begin to prepare for successful lifelong learning. A Personal Development Portfolio is developed. A special feature of Special Studies is a choice of topic for in-depth study from a wide range of scientific and medical areas.
City and Islington College
Medicine and Allied Professions Access to Higher Education Level 3

http://www.candi.ac.uk/courses/factsheet.aspx?coursechoice=AS2232A09&strgroup=ad
Course Content: All students follow the same modules based on the Rules of Combination allowed by the awarding body. Some of the units are Mandatory. Optional units (subject to staffing and timetabling) are located in Modules which include Human Anatomy and Physiology, Chemistry and Biological Chemistry, Study Skills, Maths and Statistics, IT, Medical Sciences and Psychology. Assessment is mainly continuous and geared to the needs of mature learners. Students wishing to study Medicine (including Dentistry) and some Pharmacy applicants will complete an additional AS level in Chemistry.
City College Norwich 
Access to Medicine

 http://www.ccn.ac.uk/ccn3/general/coursedetails.asp?id=3392
Course details: Level 3 course is run from the School of Adult Provision. This access programme offers an intensive, highly demanding introduction to biomedical science for mature students who wish to apply for a medical degree and eventually to practise Medicine.  The course provides a sound foundation for study of Medicine and health-related subjects at a higher level through the study of fundamental scientific principles. 
Course Content: Practical work is an important part of the course. Developing an understanding of scientific method and a critical approach to 'facts', data and theories are important aspects of the course.  As a basis for this work - and for future study and employment - there is also a strong element of study skills and computer literacy providing skills in effective study, communication and presentation skills.  Tutorial guidance is given, both in the subject areas and in a wider sense, for example with applications to medical school and interview technique. 
The subjects are delivered in modules, all of which are compulsory.

Biology

In semester 1 core biology will cover the structure and function of the cell; genetics; biochemistry; some physiology and reproduction; growth and development.  

In semester 2 you will study the related areas of physiology and anatomy.  

Both first and second semester biology modules are assessed by essays, seminar presentation and examinations.  Each module comprises four hours class time. 

Chemistry  

Chemistry is a core subject in both semesters for four hours per week.  It covers basic concepts and applications, atoms, molecules, structure and bonding; and aspects of physical, inorganic and organic chemistry.  

Mathematics.

Maths is also a core subject in both semesters. It will cover a review of mathematical techniques, maths relevant to the study of science and statistics.  

Physics

This module has been designed to establish a good foundation in physics that will support you in your study of human physiology and particularly those relating to medicine. It includes topics such as forces in the body, elasticity of living materials, light, sound, radiation and applications such as modern imaging techniques.

Study Skills

This module explores some of the major issues relating to health care.  It considers definitions of health as well as health care provision in both industrialised countries and in Third World settings.  It also considers some of the ethical issues relating to health and medicine.  It is linked to a research essay.

Tutorial guidance: Throughout both semesters weekly tutorial meetings are provided offering initial induction, advice on applying to HE, interview technique and subject support.
Lambeth College  

Applied Science for Medicine, Dentistry & Medical Science

http://www.lambethcollege.ac.uk/courses/course_list/course_detail.cfm?cit_id=492
Course Content:

Subject areas cover are:

Medical Sciences

Physics

Human Anatomy and Physiology

Chemistry and Biological Chemistry

Study Skills including Mathematics

Health issues

University of Leeds

Interdisciplinary Science Foundation Programme
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/cjh/foundation/medicine.htm
Course details: The numbers of students on the CFG0 course is around 35 students per year, and students progress into a range of linked degree courses at the University of Leeds.  No more than 5 students are recruited in any year who have a specific interest in medicine.
Course Content: 
Semester 1:

Any four out of the following five modules: Biology 1, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics 1, Transferable skills
Semester 2:

Any three or four out of the following six modules: Biology, Chemistry 2, Physics 2, Mathematics 2, Mechanics and Statistics
Manchester College of Arts and Technology

Access Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmacy

http://www.themanchestercollege.ac.uk/courses/adult/medicine-2
Course details: This course has been developed, with the support of the Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences at the University of Manchester, to prepare students to pursue a range of health related degree courses. A supportive learning environment is provided by using a variety of methods, including lectures, seminars, tutorials, practical laboratory sessions and private study.
Course Content: four modules: - Core - Health sciences: biology - Chemistry - Physics/maths
Sussex Downs College

Access to Medicine
http://www.sussexdowns.ac.uk/Page/Show/AccesstoMedicine
Course details:
The Access course has been specifically tailored to meet the requirements of a medical degree. Units show aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Psychology, in addition to units in Maths, Physics and Medical Ethics.

Course Content:
The Biology Units - The Foundation Biology and Cellular Biochemistry units examine cellular ultrastructure and function, including membrane transport mechanisms, enzyme structure and function and factors affecting enzyme activity, biological molecules of major importance, cellular respiration and metabolic pathways, cell division and genetics, DNA technology and experimental methodology. The Life Systems units examine the structure and function of tissues and the organs in the major organ systems.

The Chemistry Units - The three Chemistry units have been particularly designed to link Chemistry to medical and pharmaceutical topics. The foundation Chemistry unit examines basic atomic and molecular structure, bonding, chemical equations and quantitative calculations. The reactions in Chemistry unit is closely linked to medical examples and the Organic and Pharmaceutical Chemistry unit includes a project which is concerned with the testing of pharmaceutical compounds.

The Social Science Units- These encourage students to develop an understanding of the key approaches to psychology, examining developmental psychology and understanding health and society, as well as becoming familiar with the ethical and moral issues that arise in a medical setting.

The Physics Unit - This examines the principles of mechanics, radiation, electronics, sound and optics and the application of these principles in medicine.

The Maths Units - Designed to give the numerical and statistical skills for medical training and to support the science units.

Methodology and Research - This unit examines various research methods and is assessed via a suitable 5000 word project of the student's choice.
Thames Valley University

CertHE Pre-medical Option

http://courses.tvu.ac.uk/CourseDetails.aspx?CourseInstanceID=26888&SearchType=adv&KeyWord=&rptindex=1&isSorted=0&img=img&sortname=null&count=0&PageSize=20&Sub=Select&StudyLeavel=Select&Mode=Select&Campaign=Select&Quali=Select&Location=Select&Duration=Sele
Course details: Level 5 course. 

Course Content: 

- Organic Chemistry with Mathematics
- Medical Physics and Chemistry
- Critical Enquiry Skills for Science
- Building Blocks of Life
- Human Body: Form and Function
- Introduction to Pharmacology
- Chemistry for the Biosciences
- Human Physiology
College of West Anglia

Access to Medicine and Dentistry
http://www.col-westanglia.ac.uk/admin/cms_view.php?page_id=8960&showone=610&pai=28&template=no
Course Content:
Main subjects are biology, chemistry and physics with each subject allocated 19 hours per week for 3 terms. 2 ancillary subjects mathematics and medical geography are taken for 2 hours per week for the first 2 terms. In addition each student completes a project, the written report of which will be included as the main marked component contributing to the overall grade and completion. Students taking the Dentistry route will take an option in "The Mouth in Health and Disease".
Appendix 1 – List of UK Medical Schools offering Medicine Foundation Courses
Below is a list of UK Medical Schools offering Medicine Foundation Courses. This would be prior to an undergraduate medical degree and aims to better prepare applicants for undergraduate medical education, specifically for those with no, or limited experience of, laboratory based science and have not studied Chemistry. 

University of Bristol, Faculty of Medicine

Medicine – First MB/ ChB premedical entry 

+44 (0)117 928 9000

Cardiff University, School of Medicine

Foundation Year Programme

+44 (0)29 2074 3436

University of Dundee, Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Nursing 

Medicine pre-medical year 

+44 (0)1382 344160

Keele University

Medicine with Health Foundation Year

+44 (0)1782 733509

King's College London, University of London

Extended Medical Degree Programme

+44 (0)207 8486503

University of Manchester, Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences 

Medicine 6 years including pre-medical year 

+44 (0)161 275 2077

University of Sheffield, School of Medicine

Medicine foundation year 

+44 (0)114 271 3727

University of Southampton, School of Medicine

Year 0, 6-year Bachelor of Medicine Programme

+44 (0)2380 594408

St George's, University of London

Foundation for Medicine

+44 (0)20 8725 2333

Appendix 2 – List of Universities and their reference to Access on the internet
University of Aberdeen:  Only mentions COWA course. 
 University of Birmingham:  Does not mention Access courses at all. 
 Brighton and Sussex Medical School: City College Norwich Access 
University of Bristol:  Positive about Access students generally, so long as they have studied a kitemarked (ie recognised) course.  
University of Cambridge:  May consider Access students and asks enquirers to email them at feaccess@cao.cam.ac.uk to discuss individual applications.  
University of Wales, Cardiff: “Applications from those offering alternative/vocational qualifications, eg Access courses, are welcome”.  
University of Dundee: Does not mention Access courses at all.  
University of East Anglia: CCN   
University of Edinburgh: Only mentions COWA and Sussex Downs but asks people who are considering other Access courses to contact them to discuss their application.  
University of Glasgow: “Applicants on a registered Access course will be considered on an individual basis.”
Hull and York Medical School: CCN Access to Medicine course. 
Imperial College London:  Does not mention Access.  
University of Keele: “We are pleased to receive applications from applicants who are taking a registered Access to Medicine course.”   
 King’s College London (University of London):  Applications from people who are doing a one year, full time Access to Medicine programme are acceptable.  
University of Leeds:  They specify the City College Norwich Access to Medicine course as the one they accept but applicants must get a distinction (over 70%).  
University of Leicester: Access to Medicine is acceptable for entry if the student has achieved 6 distinctions (ie all distinctions) along with GCSE Grade C or above in English, Maths and Science.  
University of Liverpool:  “Specified Access to Medicine courses are acceptable”.  
University of Manchester:  Does not mention Access courses 
University of Newcastle:  approved Access to Medicine course. Applicants must achieve distinctions in each unit of study.  
"University of Nottingham:  Does not mention Access courses at all.  
University of Oxford:  will consider Access to Medicine candidates if their course can be shown to be at the same demanding standard as ‘A’ Level Chemistry
Peninsula College of Medicine and Dentistry:  Does not mention Access to Medicine
Queen Mary, University of London:  Will only consider Access to Medicine candidates if they also have some scientific subjects at A2 (ie full ‘A’ Level standard).  
Queen’s University, Belfast:  Does not mention Access to Medicine or mature students on their website.  
University of Sheffield:  Very positive about mature students; will consider Access to Medicine students if they have studied a kitemarked (ie recognised) course. 
University of Southampton:  “Approved Access courses with an appropriate scientific content” are acceptable if students gain a distinction (70% or above).  
University of St Andrews:  Only recognises COWA.  
St George’s, University of London:  Only accepts COWA or Sussex Downs Access to Medicine candidates.  
University of Wales, Swansea:  This medical school only accepts graduates. 
University College London:  Only accepts COWA Access to Medicine course.  
University of Warwick:  This medical school only accepts graduates.  

Appendix 3 – Responses from Medical Schools

From: Robinson, F.N. [mailto:fnr3@leicester.ac.uk] 
Sent: 18 August 2009 10:37
To: 'sharon.george@novasci.co.uk'
Subject: Leicester Medical School

Dear Sharon

 

Thank you for your email.

 

We currently accept candidates from a variety of Access courses and have done so for several years.

 

Our experience is very mixed. In the early days we had some exceptional candidates but in recent years some have struggled and have not completed the course.

 

However, we accept that this may occur and would not use it as a reason to avoid taking Access Candidates.

 

We would always be willing to consider a new Access course.

 

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

 

With kind regards

 

 

Dr K P West
Senior Tutor for Admissions
 

( +44 (0)116 252 2969/2985/2966/3015

* med-admis@le.ac.uk
 

University of Leicester Medical School

PO Box 138 

University Road

Leicester 

LE1 9HN

 

Please visit our website http://www.le.ac.uk/sm/le/ 
  

The Times University of the Year 2008/09
From: Ann Gaunt [mailto:A.E.Gaunt@leeds.ac.uk] On Behalf Of medugm
Sent: 14 August 2009 09:51
To: 'sharon.george@novasci.co.uk'
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Dear Sharon

Leeds currently accepts 3 Access to Medicine courses which are West Anglia, City of Norwich, and Sussex Downs.

We require at least 70% overall with 70% in Chemistry for all these courses.  

When we considered these courses the syllabus of each course was closely looked by the School (especially the areas in Chemistry and Biology) and therefore before any decision is taken as to whether or not to accept any new course, we would need a full copy of the syllabus, details of the examination process, and how the marks are awarded.  

With kind regards

Ann Gaunt
Admissions & Electives Administrator, Learning and Teaching
School of Medicine, Room 7.09
Level 7, Worsley Building
University of Leeds, LS2 9JT

Tel 0113 3434362 

From: Kirsty Wadsley [mailto:kwadsley@sgul.ac.uk] 
Sent: 14 August 2009 13:55
To: sharon.george@novasci.co.uk
Cc: 'Fiona Cairns'
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Dear Sharon

Many thanks for your email. We are certainly very interested to hear of any new Access qualifications being developed with a specific focus towards medicine and other healthcare professions. 

In answer to your questions below, we currently accept applications to our 5 year Medicine Degree (MBBS5) from two Access to Medicine courses these are from Sussex Downs and West Anglia colleges. These courses underwent a rigorous review process by members of staff here who are involved in both admissions and undergraduate teaching to ensure that the courses gave a suitable grounding in the required areas for students to enter the first year of MBBS5. Generally, most of our other courses, including Physiotherapy, Radiography, Paramedic Science, accept students from Health and/or Science related Access courses although each course has specific entry requirements. 

We also have a foundation year for students who have not taken the traditional ‘A-level’ route and more information about this can be found at: http://www.sgul.ac.uk/undergraduate/foundation-for-medicine
As to whether we would accept the course you are enquiring about, we would need to review the course content before we were able to make a comment on this either way. We are more than happy to do this as we are keen to ensure we accept as broader range of qualifications as possible providing they are a suitable entry qualification for the course(s) in question. 

If you would like us to take a look at this in more detail please feel free to pass any information you have about the course onto me and I will be happy to take this forward at St George’s. 

I look forward to hearing from you and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Best wishes,

Kirsty 

--

Kirsty Wadsley
College Liaison Officer

 St George’s, University of London
Cranmer Terrace
London
SW17 0RE

 

Tel: 020 82666286
Fax: 020 87250841
From: Ruth Airey [mailto:Ruth.Airey@nottingham.ac.uk] 
Sent: 19 August 2009 08:49
To: sharon.george@novasci.co.uk
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Hi Sharon

 

At present we do not accept any foundation or access courses.

 

Regards

 

Ruth Airey
Medical Course Office
University of Nottingham Medical School
Floor B
Queens Medical Centre
NG7 2UH

0115 8230000 Ext 30000
My usual Hours of work- Mon-Thurs 8.30 - 4.45pm

Please consider the environment before printing this email

 

From: Linda Harding [mailto:linda.m.harding@manchester.ac.uk] 
Sent: 21 August 2009 09:47
To: Sharon George
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Dear Sharon

Thank you for your e-mail.

We currently only accept the Access courses at the Manchester College and the College of West Anglia.  We find that these students who are successful offered a place on our 5 year course after interview cope well with our programme.  I am sorry but we currently do not have any plans to take on more Access courses

Best wishes

Linda Harding

Mrs Linda Harding

Admissions Co-ordinator

The Medical School

Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences

Stopford Building

Oxford Road

Manchester, M13 9PT

 

Tel  +44 (0) 161 275 5774/5025

Fax +44 (0) 161 275 5584

e-mail: linda.m.harding@manchester.ac.uk

From: Medicine PG Admissions [mailto:medicine.pg.admissions@imperial.ac.uk] On Behalf Of Medicine UG Admissions
Sent: 24 August 2009 10:34
To: 'sharon.george@novasci.co.uk'
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Dear Sharon

 

Thank you for your email.

 

I regret to inform you that Imperial College does not recognise a foundation year or Access to Medicine course as fulfilling entry requirements for admission to medicine. You would need to offer British A levels, the International Baccalaureate or the European Baccalaureate. Details regarding the subjects and grade requirements are published in the Imperial prospectus, which is available at http://www.imperial.ac.uk/ugprospectus
 

I am sorry to write in disappointing terms

 

 

Kind regards

Jonathan Clarke

Undergraduate Medicine Team

 

Registry: Medicine Admissions Team
Imperial College London
Level 3: Sherfield Building
South Kensington Campus
London SW7 2AZ

Tel: +44 (0)20 7594 8088
Fax: +44 (0)20 7594 8003
www.imperial.ac.uk

Frequently asked questions? www.imperial.ac.uk/registry/enquiries

P Help save paper - do you need to print this email?
 

 

From: Mbchb [mailto:mbchb@liverpool.ac.uk] 
Sent: 24 August 2009 11:05
To: 'sharon.george@novasci.co.uk'
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Dear Sharon,

Sorry for the delay in replying to your query. Our institution does currently accept students from other access courses. We find that the success of the students is very mixed and we now only consider applications from students offering Access type courses if they can also offer a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade B. The GCSEs must usually include English, Maths, Dual Science or Individual sciences. 

Our relationship is mainly with our local access providers and I know that our widening participation team are keen that we keep this relationship but we also consider Access courses from MANCAT and West Anglia College of Medicine. 

I cannot say whether we would accept applications from students with the new graded HE Diploma as we would need many more details of it. I will bring the topic up for discussion at our next Admissions’ subgroup in October so if you have any further information it would probably be helpful if you can send it through. At present we usually consider any access courses that are not accepted for direct entry for our Year 0 programme ( assuming that the applicants have the appropriate GCSE points ) but all these applications are looked at individually and there are only 12 places on our Year 0 Programme so it is obviously alot better if the Access programme could be accepted for direct entry. I will let you know the outcome of our meeting.

With best wishes,

Dr Fiona Watson

Admissions Tutor

From: MC-PhysiotherapyAdmissions [mailto:physiotherapy-admissions@nottingham.ac.uk] 
Sent: 13 September 2009 19:26
To: sharon.george@novasci.co.uk
Subject: RE: Widening Access to HE course

Dear Sharon

Thankyou for your email.

I will attempt to contact you this week to discuss your course further and the possibilities of accepting this rather than send you a very long email.

Kind rEgards

Sam

Samantha Crossley; BSc(hons) Physiotherapy MCSP

Admissions / Clinical Link Tutor

Division Of Physiotherapy

Nottingham University

Clinical Sciences Building

Hucknall Road

Nottingham

NG6 1PB

Telephone: 0115 82 31798

Mobile : 07771388741

Website: www.nottingham.ac.uk/nmp

From: M.Herns@bsms.ac.uk [mailto:M.Herns@bsms.ac.uk] 
Sent: 17 August 2009 14:39
To: sharon.george@novasci.co.uk
Cc: Huth Holly
Subject: Widening Access to HE

Dear Sharon,

Your e-mail has been forwarded to me as I shall be with Admissions Tutor for BSMS, as of the coming academic year.

To answer your questions as best I can:

1. Does your institution currently accept students from other access courses and if so, has your experience of this been that that the skill levels with this qualification are of sufficient level/range?

We do accept students from certain Access courses and have found them, generally, to perform well on our course. The Access courses that we favour (and from which applicants are most likely to be successful) are:

· those which have a selective entry, 

· those in which the whole student cohort is committed to studying medicine (ie they are all aiming to meet the same level of entry requirement)

· those offering an enhanced level of teaching

· those offering a higher level or distinction qualification

We have in the past favoured Access to Medicine candidates who have a significant employment record

      2.     Would your institution accept applications from students with the new graded HE Diploma qualification onto medical and medical related undergraduate programmes (Full and/or Foundation Year)?
Yes, onto Year 1 of the BM,BS course  – bur we would almost certainly be looking for distinction level passes. Something else to bear in mind is that our School, for example, requires GSCE Grade B in both Maths and English Language (IELTS 7.5 average for non-native English speakers). Whilst Maths is likely to be covered adequately in an Access to Medicine course, this is not always the case with the English Language aspect and we have found that we often have to make it an additional condition of the offer that Access to Medicine applicants obtain a B grade GCSE in English Language in addition to passing the Access course at the required high level.

I hope that this is helpful. If I can be of any further assistance, do please get back to me.

Yours sincerely,

Mary H  

Dr Mary Herns,
Senior Lecturer in Medical Education,
Brighton & Sussex Medical School,
Room 344A, Mayfield House,
University of Brighton (Falmer campus),
BRIGHTON, E. Sussex BN1 9PH
 

Tel: 01273 643819
Fax: 01273 644002
e-mail: M.Herns@bsms.ac.uk
From: Dianorah Smith [mailto:dianorah.smith@newcastle.ac.uk] 
Sent: 01 September 2009 10:39
To: 'sharon.george@novasci.co.uk'
Subject: FW: RE: Widening Access to HE course

We accept Higher Education Access to Medicine qualification (grade required; distinctions in all modules)  we specficy it must be the Medicine course only.
We do accept HEFC courses from applicants who have sat Biology/Chemistry and Quantitative Methods (need to achieve distinctions in all three courses)
We do not accept foundation programme qualifications
 

Hope this information is useful.
 

Regards
Mrs D Smith
Administrator MBBS Admissions
Faculty of Medical Sciences
Medical Student Office
Newcastle University
Framlington Place
Newcastle
NE2 7HH

Telephone: 0191 2227034 (international +44 191 2227034)
e-mail: dianorah.smith@ncl.ac.uk
   
� Fair admissions to higher education: recommendations for good practice, Admissions to Higher Education Steering Group, September 2004 �(www.admissions-review.org.uk)


� Higher Education Funding Council for England (2003) Schooling Effects on Higher Education Achievement. 2003/32. Bristol: HEFCE.


� The Future Of Higher Education, White paper, 2003 (www.dfes.gov.uk/hegateway/strategy/hestrategy/)


� Access to HE Development Project Report, QAA, May 2004 (www.qaa.ac.uk/access/developmentproject/)


� Access to HE qualification and credit specifications, QAA, March 2006 (www.qaa.ac.uk/access/creditspecificationsdraft06/)


� As currently defined by the Northern Ireland Credit Accumulation and Transfer System (http://nicats.ac.uk/about/)


� See Appendix 3 – List of responses from Medical Schools
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