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Public Sector Discipline Group Minutes 
21st October 2009  
Telford College of Arts & Technology – E215
ATTENDANCE

Martin Cartwright (MC)

Associate Dean, University of Wolverhampton

Tim Crossfield (TC) 

Lifelong Learning Network (LLN) Coordinator

Jatinder Shaheed (JS)

Lifelong Learning Network (LLN) Administrator
Chris Drummond (CD)

Lifelong Learning Network (LLN) Finance
Mike Townsend (MT)

University of Wolverhampton
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Tina Richardson (TR)


Richard Jones (RJ)
John Ironmonger (JI)


Dave Kerry (DK)                   
Rebecca Knight (RK)


Carol Thomas (CT)
  

	
	
	ACTION


	1.
	WELCOME & APOLOGIES

Introduction and apologies announced

	

	2.
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 8th July 09 & MATTERS ARISING
Minutes recorded as a true and accurate record
MT noted that the Sign Language is progressing well and that other staff are now involved and the course is on track to commence September 09.
TC noted that the Prison Service bid at Wolverhampton College did not progress after conducting some market research. TC went to Stoke College with this proposal and they may come to us for funding.

Funding from Wolverhampton City College was discussed, however CD confirmed that only £3000 was used from the original budget of £18000 and we received a market research report.

TC mentioned that the LLN Director Jill Ward will be submitting a final LLN report to HEFCE at the end of the LLN lifespan and it is unclear whether a final report is needed by each Discipline Group. TC will confirm this at the next meeting 16th December 09.


	TC

	3.
	Finance Update
CD discussed the budget sheet that was circulated. 
The document shows that some discipline groups had under-spent / overspent and the remaining funds left were divided up and distributed to each group. 

Half a million pounds was divided by 7 groups.

The Public Sector had under-spent slightly and therefore there is £74000 remaining for this year.
The spreadsheet was reviewed by the group and all those project leads that had not yet been given any funds were identified and invoice to be sent to CD. CD can then raise purchasing orders as appropriate.

It was brought to the group’s attention that a bid from Andy Cramp at University of Wolverhampton had originally been submitted to another discipline group (Cross Cutting Themes) however this has now been moved into the Public Sector.

JS will circulate the bid for information to all. No other action is needed.

It was also noted that each project lead has been sent an update request form to monitor each bid and that some are still outstanding.

JS to chase up the missing project update forms


	JS
JS

	4.
	LLN Update
TC confirmed that it was decided at the LLN Away Day that we would look into developing CPD modules instead of FD’s as we have exceeded our targets. 
TC will be monitoring existing projects and each project lead is being sent regular update request forms.

It was noted that any new proposals will continue to be backed by the LLN until January 2011 and these can include FD’s.


	

	5.
	NEW PROJECTS
· Post Grad Care Farming (John Hegarty)
TC suggested that we do not agree this bid, as he has met with John Hegarty at Keele University and suggest they concentrate on there MA Active Ageing proposal which has already been accepted by the group.
TC to contact John to advise the bid has been rejected as the group feel it is best to see significant progress on the MA Active Ageing proposal.
Project has been REJECTED
· Training Coordinator Development Programme (Sanjay Bhasin)
This is a self assessment review which holds no current accreditation and will be level 1, 1st year programme of 15 credits. This will be delivered in-house and Staffordshire University will be the validating institute.
It was agreed that more detail is needed regarding the content/programme and funds required. (Proposal circulated was a draft version of the bid without any costing)

The proposal has been AGREED in Principle subject to clarification.

JS to send the final version of the proposal to the group and forward any comments to MC who will agree via chairs action.

· Crime Scene Investigators (Raul Sutton)

TC advised he has a meeting with Raul Sutton on 26th November for clarification of the content, number of credits and who the validating institute will be.
The proposal was AGREED subject to clarification.

TC to feedback at the next meeting
· Practical Assessment Toolkit (Malcolm Eyre)
This proposal is generic to all diplomas and looks at CPD for trainers developing the diplomas. This is a 15 credit CPD programme.

It was agreed that we will approve the bid with a budget of £5000 instead of £9350 to bring in line with other projects and requested the hourly rate be amended from £60 to £40.
TC to contact Malcolm Eyre advising the bid has been approved subject to alterations in costing and request that an amended proposal to be sent. 
Project has been APPROVED subject to budget amendment

	TC
JS

MC

TC

TC

	6.
	PUBLIC SECTOR PROPOSAL UPDATES
Public Sector project proposal spreadsheet was circulated to see at a glance all the projects received and current progress.
The spreadsheet was checked for any errors and it was identified that MT would confirm start date of the British Sign Language Teacher Training programme. (start date September 2011)

MC confirmed that timescales need to be looked into, to see if projects are going to plan for monitoring purposes.

This will be done as project reports are received

TC confirmed February 2011 will be the final date to capture of student enrolments against the LLN targets.


	MT

	7.
	AOB
Amelia Rout (LLN Research Officer) reminds all discipline groups, if they need any help with research then we can approach her.
Amelia is currently doing research into FD Public services at Stoke on Trent college and also research into the FD in Law & Business.


MC gave thanks to Amelia for the offer and asks all to bear this in mind.

Invite Amelia to the next meeting

MT mentioned the LLN Stakeholders event at Keele Hall and noted the new Be-Twin project, which Phil Whitehead is working on with the LLN.

	JS

	8.
	DATES OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 16th December 2009 – 10.00 Stoke on Trent (TBC)
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