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Minutes of the
IAG & STUDENT SUPPORT GROUP

Wednesday 21 November 2008
RM 148
Octagon Building, Staffordshire University
	David Round (DR)
	LLN IAG Co-ordinator

	Nigel Baxter (NB)
	Tamworth & Lichfield College

	Emma Reed (ER)
	Stafford College

	Mark Savage (MS)
	Staffordshire University

	Helen Robson (HR)
	Staffordshire University

	Ian Hart (IH)
	Wolverhampton University

	Jane Dunning (JD)
	Stoke on Trent College

	John Ironmonger (JI)
	TCAT

	Penny Copestake (PC)
	Administrator (Minutes)


	1.0
	Welcome and Apologies
	Action

	
	David Round welcomed members of the group.
Apologies were received from Fred Bramham, Simon Larson and Anne Piercy

	

	2.0
	Objectives of the Meeting & Background
	

	
	Within the LLN business plan a commitment was made to devise a FD in IAG although the demand for this was still unsure as there are already existing routes in NVQ2-4 and a Post Grad route. The conclusion from the research undertaken was – yes there is a demand from people in an advice role in Education and particularly from the Union Learn Community. Still not sure if this demand was for a FD or other. There was some concern raised over the people canvassed.
	

	3.0
	Demand for HE-Level IAG Qualification
	

	
	DR reported that FD’s in IAG were only offered in 2 places, Plymouth and Halesowen. Halesowen were reported to be having difficulty in recruiting. MS asked the question who are we talking about and what do they want? Is it careers advisors? NB answered a broad based course, in advice and law. JD said the people targeted would be mentors, business initiative, disability support groups etc.
DR thought that this may be of interest to CAB’s.

HR said that CAB’s have their own training programmes and are separate entities. They cannot afford a FD for staff and have internal routes mostly using E-learning and have no desire to get them accredited.

ER mentioned that distance learners fall into a different market and would be interested in short CPD courses rather than an FD.
JD raised a question of which faculty this would sit in? Who takes ownership?

A flexible delivery could be devised running CPD modules on residentials, short courses etc.

MS stated that the validation could be tricky due to the rationale for construction.
DR suggested going with CPD route with the option of building the modules up into a FD. Which everybody was in agreement with, ER pointed out that it would difficult getting a FD validated within the lifespan of the LLN. 

IH suggested a bank of LLN modules and whether it could sit within that.
MS said CPD modules can go through FLAP at Staffs which meets every month and would have a turn around in 2 months.

JD asked the question whether the CPD would be lead by the Universities DR said yes and the LLN would fund the development of the modules.

NB identified issues regarding there not being many people qualified in IAG.

DR asked the question whether an award could be developed at Post grad level giving advance standing for NVQ4 as a lot of people are graduates on IAG awards.

JI said that none of his students are graduates.
MS – an award or a series of CPD modules and give them a name, Certificate in ………- might have some misgivings over ability.

CPD bridge to masters and need to add up to an award.
DR – some modules exist while some need working up. This needs to be done in conjunction colleges and universities.

HEFCE do not fund single modules – but will fund a suite of modules which add up to an award.

DR asked which colleges would be interested in being part of a development group, TCAT said for sure they would be interested. NB and ER said they would take it back to their colleges.

	

	4.0
	Next steps
	

	
	It was agreed that a questionnaire be devised and sent to each college running IAG courses. ER thought that employers should be included as well.
Colleges need to decide whether they want to be involved.


	DR

	5.0
	AOB 
	

	
	There was no other business discussed and the minutes will be taken to the next IAG and SS meeting on 3 December 2008
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