CASE STUDY 

Creative & Media projects 
Collaborative Foundation Degrees
A number of projects have been supported by the LLN in this subject area.

Nigel Beer, LLN coordinator and Senior Lecturer in Music at University of Wolverhampton is currently leading a project which aims to provide Foundation Degrees in the Performance industries. There are five subject areas in four colleges with the University of Wolverhampton as the validating partner. The course will contribute towards the well documented skills gaps in the creative industries, such as technical theatre skills.

Staffordshire University and the Association of Ceramics Training and Development (ACTD).
The University and ACTD identified gaps in higher education skills training. Lou Reynolds, Coordinator of Flexible & Work Based Learning Design set up a team and applied to the LLN for funds to develop some bite size CPD to meet the needs of this group of learners.
It is also hoped that these 15 or 30 credit modules in specific subjects will safeguard higher level skills, as workforces are being reduced and there will be a large number of staff retiring soon. The module content is being developed for a spring validation. Progression agreements will be considered after this is completed, in order to find new routes for learners (who are accumulating credits) through higher education.

Lou explains “This is a very strong project for many reasons. Funds have allowed the team to use a specialist consultant in the field who has really facilitated developing the modules. She has come from industry and therefore already had the trust of the local employers and provided a bridge between the university and the employers by listening effectively to employers to ensure that their needs are met by this project. We’ve forged successful links with many local employers including HR Johnson Tiles, Steelite International, Wade ceramics, Royal Doulton and Churchill as a result”.
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