CASE STUDY 

Health and Social Care project 
BA (Hons) Social Work.  Part time route
Historically, the Faculty of Health at Staffordshire University has offered full time courses across a range of health and social care subjects including a very successful BA (Hons) in Social Work, revalidated in 2008.  The Faculty recognised that there were learners who may wish to undertake a degree but for a variety of reasons were unable to access a full time programme.  The LLN were approached to support the development of a part time route to meet the needs of these learners, such as work based or mature learners or those with caring responsibilities.

The course has been developed in collaboration with numerous partners including local councils, employers, voluntary organisations, service users and carers and as such represents an excellent example of partnership working.

Jill McDonald, Programme Manager explained; “The award will be delivered at the Lichfield Campus over two days per week (one day face to face and one delivered online).  This gives learners the flexibility they need to successfully manage working and studying at the same time”.  
The award will help learners to progress their careers whether they are already working in the sector or if they are from other backgrounds.  It provides a flexible route to meet a variety of learning needs.  The first learners are due to start in April 2009 pending approval from the General Social Care Council.  Jill added “An unexpected, but extremely welcome benefit of this project is that it has encouraged service users and carers into higher education and new roles in the workplace”.
The LLN has funded a number of curricula developments in health and social care including a Foundation Certificate in Complementary Therapies for Self Care, a 60 credit Mental Health Award, Work Based Learning Modules and awards aimed at service users, patients and carers at levels 4, 5 and 6.
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